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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Here we are at the end of the term already, and what a busy 

one it has been! 

Congratulations to all staff and students who have worked so 

hard to put in a solid term’s effort. I hope you and all our families 

have a relaxing break, and return raring and ready to go next 

term!  
 

WELCOME  
I am pleased to inform everyone that Mr Chris Nind, our current 

secondary Maths teacher, has decided to join our staff in a 

permanent capacity. Great to have you on board, Chris! 
 

VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS 
Earlier this year the Minister for Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery MLC, put out a plan that has 

been developed to support school staff in providing an orderly learning environment for students, 

and a safe workplace for staff. The following letter outlines this plan. 
 

Dear Parent/carer 

 

We believe every child has the right to be safe at school. We provide learning environments that foster 

good behaviour and respect for your children and those around them. 

 

Fortunately, most students attending public schools in Western Australia are able to learn in safe and 

supportive environments. At times, though, some students can be physically aggressive. This is never 

acceptable as it can cause psychological and physical harm to those involved, as well as disruption to 

teaching and learning.   

 

The State Government has released a Statement to address violence in schools. It sets out 10 actions to help 

school staff, families and communities work together on this complex issue. Programs and resources will 

be available for parents to support their children and where appropriate parents and staff will work closely 

to ensure their children maintain positive behaviour at school. A copy of the Statement is available on the 

Department’s website at education.wa.edu.au  

 

It is important to understand that these changes focus on students who have intentionally been physically 

aggressive towards others. Students with a disability who either cannot manage their behaviour or do not 

intend to harm others are not the target of this plan.   

 

As parents, you also play a vital role. Your children benefit from you modelling and rewarding positive 

behaviour. I look forward to your ongoing support to keep our school a safe place for all.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Karen Tabner 

PRINCIPAL 

We currently have a Behaviour Management Policy in place with which I will be working on with 

all stakeholders to further strengthen and include initiatives from Ms Ellery’s statement. 
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Dates to Remember 
April/May 
12 April Last Day of Term 1 
29 April Term 2 start for staff and 

students  
30 April ANZAC Service 2pm 
14-14 May NAPLAN Testing 
31 May School Development Day 
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ATTENDANCE 
Attendance has been a topic of concern amongst the staff and myself this term, and when we 

look at the comparison of figures from last year, I think you will see why. Although our numbers 

have reduced and the 2018 figure shows the end of semester total (we are only completing term 

1), already we can see a decrease in the number of students attending regularly and an increase 

in the number moving into the ‘At Risk Indicated’ category. Students in this category are only 

attending school between 80% - 90% of the available days. 

 
The number of students in the ‘At Risk Moderate’ category, ie attending between only 60% - 80% 

of available days has very slightly increased also, and this is an alarming trend. 

 

There are many reasons as to why students are absent from school including illness and family 

appointments out of town. Students missing school because they have been on social media late 

at night and are tired, can’t be bothered coming or are avoiding a class (and these are excuses 

I have heard), is of particular concern and are not acceptable reasons for absences.  

 

If, however, you feel there is a more serious underlying reason for your child to be avoiding school, 

please come and see the class teacher, Miss Cameron or myself so that we can assist in increasing 

your child’s attendance.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Letters will be going home to parents of 

students who are in the ‘At Risk Indicated’ and  

‘At Risk Moderate’ categories in order to keep you informed of your child’s total attendance. 
 

SCHOOL REVIEW 
Last week we participated in our first School Review under the new Public School Accountability 

process. As a school we have been working on identifying areas for improvement, and I am 

pleased to report that the reviewers confirmed our judgements. They were also very 

complimentary regarding the level of commitment and engagement demonstrated by our staff.  
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Of particular pride was the positive support from of all of our community representatives who 

attended a meeting with the reviewers; support for Miss Cameron and myself as the new 

leadership team, and the recognition and support of the level of high care our staff offer to make 

our school a ‘safe haven’ for our students. 

 

Further opportunities to improve and strengthen outcomes for staff and students have resulted 

from our review. I am very excited about the prospect to implement these, in conjunction with all 

stakeholders, as we begin a new cycle at our school. 
 

Karen Tabner 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
As we approach the end of Term 1, it is safe to say that we have had a very busy, productive and 

successful start to 2019. Having only just arrived to Southern Cross District High School 9 weeks ago, 

I am very grateful to have formed many positive relationships with students, parents and staff 

members. I am very much looking forward to the remainder of the year. With school holidays just 

around the corner, I would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a safe and happy break 

and I look forward to seeing you all back next term. 

 
 

THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM 
The Student Councillors and Sports Captains have had a busy term. On Tuesday 2 April they 

provided a formal report to all parents, staff and students about what they have been doing so 

far this term. They reported on their weekly planning meetings, Camp Kulin and the Shire ‘Meet 

and Greet with the President and CEO of the Yilgarn Shire, Onida Truran, and Peter Clarke.  

In addition, they also recounted their 

introduction of ‘Music Fridays’. As part of this 

new initiative, the Student Leadership Team 

collected song suggestions from students in 

Year 2 to Year 10 to create a music playlist that 

is projected in the undercover area through 

the sound system at recess and lunch break 

times each Friday. The success of ‘Music 

Fridays’ has been reflected in many comments 

from both staff and students and its impact in 

creating and reinforcing a positive atmosphere 

at Southern Cross District High School. 

Their final report was centred around their most 

recent fundraiser held on Thursday March 28. 

The Student Leadership Team coordinated a 

sausage sizzle to raise funds for various projects 

they are planning on implementing throughout 

the school year. It was fantastic to see some excellent leadership skills on show in their creation of 

advertising flyers, handling money and the preparation of the food and stall on the day. They 

should be very proud, having raised $182.85, made possible by the support of all the students and 

staff who purchased produce on the day.  

 

ANZAC Day 
During the school holidays, many staff and students will take the opportunity to acknowledge 

and remember our service men and women at the Shire of Yilgarn ANZAC Day Service on 

Thursday, April 25. Our Student Councillors will have a special role in welcoming guests at the 

11am service as well as addressing the community as speakers.  

 

As a school, we will be recognising this significant occasion at our own ANZAC Day Service on 

Tuesday April 30, at 2pm. The service will be held at Southern Cross District High School, at the flag 

poles. All parents and community members are encouraged, and welcome, to attend.  
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NAPLAN  
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessment happens each 

year.  

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are tested on the fundamental literacy and numeracy skills that 

every child needs to succeed in school and beyond. NAPLAN is a national, consistent measure to 

determine whether or not students are meeting important educational outcomes. This online 

assessment will take place across a 2-week window period from May 14 to May 24, 2019.  

In 2019, all students will be completing the assessment online using computer notebook devices, 

with the exception of the Year 3 Writing assessment which will be completed on paper on May 14, 

2019. If students are absent, they will be required to attend ‘catch up sessions’ during school hours 

to ensure that they are measured in each of the four assessments.   

 

Over the past two weeks, students have been engaging in timed practice tests during their classes 

to familiarise themselves with the testing platform, as well as the several computer functions and 

tools that will be used in the various tests. It was noted that some students still needed more 

practice to fully navigate the platform, and we will continue working to improve their capabilities 

in the lead up to the testing period.  

 

In addition, a parent information letter was sent home to parents via the students in week 6, 

outlining a number of strategies that parents can adopt to further prepare their child for the 

assessments. From home, students are encouraged to practice the various computer skills in the 

school holidays and can do so via the public demonstration tools available on 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.  

 

If you have any questions or queries about the assessment, please do not hesitate to contact me 

on 9409 1067. 
 

Jessica Cameron 

 

Congratulations to our Merit Certificate Winners 

Kindy/Pre Primary/Year 1 
Phoenix  Working hard to learn his letter sounds. 
Imogen  Making improvements in her pencil grip and using correct letter formation.  
 

Year 2/3/4 
Ruby Her great enthusiasm when learning Indonesian and not being afraid to ‘have 

a go’. 
Mathew Working hard in maths and wanting to extend himself. 
 

Year 5/6 
Amberley The enthusiastic manner in which she takes part, in all Learning Areas 
Harlem Always being organised and taking responsibility for his learning. Great work. 
 

Year 7/8  
Brock  Working hard to design and carve an intricate rpint in Art. Well Done! 
Brock   Terrific effort and creativity on his project. 
Aribela   Consistently completing work quickly and to a high standard 
 

Year 9/10 
Amy   Always working her hardest in PE and for being so willing to help others.  
Amy Completing all spelling homework in a timely manner and scoring 100% on 

her spelling test. 
Cheree   A well-presented poster on WW1 innovation. 
Roy   His insightful contributions to class discussions in English. 
Baily   Fantastic effort and perseverance 
 
 
 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Paint the Town REaD 
On Tuesday April 2, the team from Paint the Town REaD 

came through Southern Cross on their way to 

Wollongong in NSW as part of their Book Relay. Barbie, 

Executive Director of PTTR Australia and Justine, WA 

PTTR Co-ordinator, brought Red the Reading Roo and 

the Reading Bug to the SCDHS Early Childhood area 

to help spread the message that,  

BOOKS AND BONDING BUILD BABIES’ BRAINS!! 
It was wonderful to see not only all our students and staff, but parents and their little ones as well 

as President, Onida Truran and Manager Community Services, 

Jenny Gemund from the Shire of Yilgarn there to greet the relay 

team.  

The Yr 7/8 group joined with the K/PP/1 class to chant the rhyme to 

bring Red, and then the Reading Bug to the ECE area to tell us all 

about how reading helps prepare the brains of babies and young 

children for learning. After an Acknowledgement of Country by 

Roy, Barbie told us a little about the relay and where they’d be 

going, and then that rascally Reading Bug gave the tiniest of kisses 

to Onida who was then compelled to read a book to us all, with 

Myles helping to turn the pages of the book, Macca the Alpaca. It was certainly an entertaining 

read!  

When the book was read and the relay team almost ready to move on, the Yr 9/10 group joined 

with the K/PP/1 class (again – those kids had LOTS to learn in the lead up to this event!) to sing the 

Books & Bonding song. It was wonderful to see Red joining in with the actions as well. 

The REaD relay book was signed and the PTTR team were ready to move on for another busy day 

of speaking to towns about how best to promote the reading message.  This was all topped off 

with Barbie presenting a workshop in the Secondary English room in the afternoon for parents and 

other interested people showing how important the first 1000 days are in the development of 

babies’ brains. The workshop was made that much easier for parents by the presence of Brydee, 

Baily, Dane, Amy, Cheree and Isabella who came to school in their own 

time to help occupy the young children who came along too. Enormous 

thanks to them! 

          

 
 

Huge thanks to Mrs Dal Busco and the K/P/1 class for their 

wonderful chanting & singing, the 7/8 & 9/10 classes for their 

preparation and participation, and everyone who came to 

support this fabulous event. Remember,  

READING IS FUN FROM DAY 1!!! 
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Term 2 – 2019 Planner 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SAT SUN 

1 

29 
Students start 

30 
ANZAC Day 
Assembly 2pm 

1 2 3 4 5 

2 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 10 11 12 

3 

13 14 
NAPLAN Testing 
 
Assembly K-1 

15 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

16 
NAPLAN Testing 
 
Newsletter 

17 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

18 19 

4 

20 
NAPLAN Testing 

21 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

22 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

23 
NAPLAN Testing 
 
 

24 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

25 26 

5 

27 
Semester One 
Exams (Year 9)  
 

28 
Semester One 
Exams (Year 9)  
 

29 
Semester One 
Exams (Year 9)  
 

30 
Semester One 
Exams (Year 9)  
 

31 
School 
Development Day 
(Pupil free) 

1 2 

6 

3 
Western Australia 
Day 
Public Holiday 
 

4 
Assembly – 

Yr 7/8 

5 6 
Speech & Drama 
Festival 
 
Newsletter 

7 
Footy/Netball 
Carnival P-Year 10 

8 9 

7 

10 
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

8 

17 18 19 
Basketball Game  
Clontarf 7pm  

20 21 22 23 

9 

24 25 
Assembly -
Student Council 

26 27 28 
Young Entertainers 

29 30 

10 

1 
Reports Sent 
Home 

2 3 
Parent Interviews 

4 
Newsletter 

5 
End of Term 2 

6 7 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 Keira   3 May 

Mathew  4 May 

Myles   4 May 

April   4 May 

Gurchirag   10 May 

Hamish  14 May 

Baily   23 May  

Alexa   23 May 

http://www.google.com.au/url?url=http://www.happybirthday-cards.com/happy-birthday-pictures.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=lQHcVIb3CqLZmgX6ooKYDQ&ved=0CB0Q9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNEO8Q-q1MFGatkEKZgkj56tPRvwZQ
http://www.google.com.au/url?url=http://www.happybirthday-cards.com/happy-birthday-pictures.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=lQHcVIb3CqLZmgX6ooKYDQ&ved=0CB0Q9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNEO8Q-q1MFGatkEKZgkj56tPRvwZQ
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Community News 
 

          
 

                                       


