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Little Learners 

 

Last Wednesday was the first day of our Little Learners 

program for 0-4 year olds and their families provided for 

free in our Early Childhood Centre.  

 

Parents, carers and extended family members were 

warmly welcomed by our K/P staff, enjoying a range of 

indoor and outdoor activities.  

 

Please encourage local families to attend- it is open to our 

whole community, not just school families.  
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Dates to Remember 

 
May 

11 Fri P & C Mothers’ Day Shop 
12 Sat P & C Mothers’ Day Stall 
15 Tue Year 1/2 Assembly                                
15 Tue   
to 23 Wed NAPLAN Year 3,5,7,9 
16 Wed  P & C Meeting 5.30 
18 Fri  ‘Loose Ends’ Year 3/4  
21 Mon  School Board Meeting 
28 Mon  Year 9/10 Exams start 
 
June 
1 Fri School Development 

Day – No students at 
school. 

4 Mon Public Holiday – WA Day 
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NAPLAN  Online testing 

 

Next week sees our Yr 3,5,7 and 9 classes commence NAPLAN testing. Attendance during this period is 

critical. If your child will be absent due to illness, please let me know so I can schedule catch up testing 

where possible. 

 

I conducted a practice test with these students last term and the students found the online testing platform 

easy to use and most of them preferred online testing to paper. Information brochures went home to parents 

last term, but here are some key points for parents: 

 

NAPLAN Online – additional parent information  

 

 In 2018, for the first time, some students will sit NAPLAN online. The goal is to have all students undertake NAPLAN online 
by 2020. 

 Your child will sit the NAPLAN online tests this year. Your child’s school and teacher are well prepared for NAPLAN online. 
Those not taking NAPLAN online this year will sit the NAPLAN paper test. 

 NAPLAN online uses tailored testing, where the test automatically adapts to student performance and asks questions that 
match the student achievement level, allowing the student to demonstrate their knowledge. The use of adaptive testing 
means that more precise results will be available for teachers and schools.  

 Results for both formats of NAPLAN (online and on paper) will be reported on the same NAPLAN assessment scale and 
results will be comparable. This can be done because students are presented with questions that test the same range of 
difficulty, regardless of whether they complete the test online or on paper.  

 The test window for NAPLAN online is extended from three days to nine days to provide flexibility in scheduling and to 
accommodate schools that may have fewer devices. 

 There are detailed procedures in place to ensure any incidents that arise can be managed and ensure that any impacts on 
students will be minimal, no student will be disadvantaged, and students will be able to complete their NAPLAN assessment.  

 For students doing NAPLAN Online, the platform saves student answers every 30 seconds. If there is an issue with 
technology, assessments can be resumed or rescheduled.  

 

Voluntary Contributions and Charges 

 

We would like to thank the many parents who have paid their 2018 school 

voluntary contributions. These contributions are greatly appreciated by the 

school as they provide income to purchase resources for the children in 

areas of curriculum such as literacy and numeracy resources, library 

books, computers etc. 

At next week’s assembly we will be drawing a voucher to say thank you to 

one lucky family for paying their voluntary contributions this year. 

 

Uniforms 

 

We have noticed a number of students have started to wear jumpers and jackets to school that are not part 

of the uniform. If an extra layer is required while travelling to school on cold mornings, that is fine, but we 

encourage the correct school uniform to be worn underneath. Extra layers can then be stored in school bags 

until home time as all classrooms are heated. Please contact our uniform coordinator, Shona Glassford, for 

new and second hand jumpers or jackets. 
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Professional Learning 

 

In order to achieve success for all students, one of the most important factors is high quality teaching. Our 

staff are dedicated to improving their skills and knowledge, committing to a range of professional learning 

opportunities this term. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of our primary literacy team, who all attended two days of 

professional learning during the school holidays in Perth on Talk 4 Writing. Thankyou Janine, Sarah, 

Kathleen and Nat, we appreciate all you do to make yourselves the best teachers you can possibly be! 

Our whole Early Childhood team will be out on Wednesday in Perth for National Quality Standards 

training. Additionally, I will be at the annual Wheatbelt Principal Briefing on Thursday and Friday. Angela 

will be attending the Positive Schools conference and Rachael a Science conference in Week 4. Michelle 

and I will be attending Keeping Our Workplace Safe training on Tuesday 29 May.  

 

Our Eastern Wheatbelt Education Network are holding a combined School Development Day at Merredin 

College on Friday 1 June, with a number of schools attending. This gives our staff and opportunity to 

network with other teachers in our region while learning together. 

 

PBS Update 

 

Last term our students nominated names for each of our PBS characters, which were voted on by each class 

before going to all staff for their votes too. We are pleased to announce the selected names are: 

 

Safety Steve 

Roxy Take Responsibility 

Archie Achieve 

Rosie Respect 

Stella Support 

 

We will be introducing these characters, particularly for our junior students, over the next term. 

 

Thank you to Dave Pasini and Isaac Panizza for delivering the railway sleepers for our PBS feature we are 

planning to build in the front garden at school. 

 

Website Updates 

 

Added to the school website this week is a copy of our school annual report for 2017. I encourage all 

parents to have a look at the annual report, reflecting on all that we achieved last year and setting direction 

for 2018.  

 

I was also lucky enough to be invited to the Yr 5/6 Commonwealth Games Hostel feast last week. I 

sampled some amazing recipes, which the students have requested be shared for you to enjoy on our school  

website.  

 

Regards, 
 

Sally Panizza 
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Anzac Day Service  

 

Anzac Day evokes different feelings for different people, with some having lost or had 

those closest to them impacted.  

 

Southern Cross District High School students contributed to the remembrance of the 

Anzacs in two ways this year. Firstly, two of our student councillors, Brydee Karra and 

Dane Laws took part in the community service on April 25th, assisting with the laying of 

the wreath and delivering readings to those in attendance.  

 

We also held a whole school service on the first day of Term 2 to commemorate the 

Anzacs together, with all student councillors assisting in some way. 

Specialist support for our students 

 

An Autism specialist from the School of Special Educational Needs Disability (SSEND) has 

been working closely with our teachers to enhance how our school can best support all 

students and in particular, those with Autism. The specialist provided professional learning 

for our whole teaching staff and continues to shape the way our teachers 

accommodate for students’ varying needs. 

Attendance 

 

This term we have commenced our attendance incentive with the Year 4 students 

winning a cup of warm Milo and a marshmallow for their overall consistent attendance. 

Although it can be tempting to book a holiday to a warmer place during the school 

term or take advantage of cheaper airfares, it is important that students attend school 

regularly in order to keep up with the content being covered. We thank those parents 

who have assisted students to maintain their consistent attendance. 

 

Loose Ends 

 

We have a special treat for our Year 3 and 4 students with the Loose Ends creative arts 

company visiting Southern Cross this month. Whilst a show will be open to all members of 

the community on Saturday the 19th of May at 6pm at the Town Hall for a gold coin 

donation, our Year 3 and 4 students will be attending free of charge on Friday the 18th at 

1:30pm. A parent information note will be sent home with those students involved in the 

coming days. 
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Exams 

 

Students in Years 9 and 10 will undertake exams this term in English, Mathematics, 

Science and Humanities and Social Sciences. This is an opportunity for students to 

demonstrate what they have learnt to date and challenge themselves.  

The exam period will run from Friday the 25th of May until Thursday the 31st of May 

inclusive. An information letter including an exam timetable and examination guidelines 

will be sent home in the next couple of days. 

I would like to wish all students undertaking examinations the best of luck and encourage 

them to put in their best effort. 

Regards, 
 

Michael Everett 

 

2018 SCHOOL PHOTO INFORMATION 
Our School Photos will be taken on: 

Thursday 21 of June 2018  
 

Class Photos/Portraits Every Student will have their photo taken, whether they are purchasing photos or 
not. 

 Your child will be given a personalised pre-paid envelope by the class Teacher. 

 Please ensure that your child returns the pre-paid envelope with enclosed payment to school on 

photo day if you wish to purchase photos. If you have ordered online you don’t have to return the 

envelope to the photographers, but some children like to have something to hand in, so just write 

paid online on the envelope so we are aware. 

 Please note: The Photographers are not permitted to open the envelopes and cannot provide 

change. 

 The expiry date for online ordering is the 27.06.2018. Any orders received after this date are 

treated as re orders and will incur a reorder charge on top of your order you wish to purchase.  You 

can email your order request through to reorders.perth@msp.com.au or call our office on 08 9240 

8000 

Family Photos: 

 Envelopes can be obtained from Administration.  

 Family photos are been taken on the morning of the photos. Please bring your children in on the 

days listed above via your child’s surname to avoid long queues. 

 Please ensure that your family envelope with enclosed payment is handed to the Photographers 

on photo day. 

Special/Sports Group Photos: 

 If your child is in a Special/Sports photo you will receive a link and password to the online gallery 

after photo day, where you can view and order these photos if required. These photos will be 

packed and delivered with the school’s bulk order. 

 Please Note: Class Groups, Individuals and Family Photos are not available to view online 

Any questions please contact the school co-ordinator Julie Della Bosca 

 

Student envelopes will be 

sent home soon. 

 

http://shop.msp.com.au/index.php?route=common/home
mailto:reorders.perth@msp.com.au
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In conjunction with the 2018 Commonwealth Games the Yr 5/6 in Technology and Enterprise -Food 

Specialisation selected a Country from the Commonwealth and made the respective flag.  

 

They researched recipes from a country of their choice. The students were asked to consider a traditional 

main meal and a dessert recipe. From our research and discussion, they looked at the ingredients and 

considered the different types of ingredients.  Finally, a recipe between a pair of students was selected. 

 

On Monday the 30
th

 April we prepared and started to cook our recipes, unfortunately the power went out, 

but this did not affect the prepared food. On Tuesday the recipes were cooked and students were involved 

in a taste evaluation of one another’s recipes.   

 

Comments were very positive on the Banana Bread, Coco Bread, Curried Sausages, Bunny Chow, ……… 

 

Some of the comments were: 

 

mixing of sweet and savoury to get a delicious blend, very nice and spicy, Deliscious and best Banana 

Bread ever, softy and fluffy, good flavour, delicious, I loved it because of the ginger taste, a whole meal 

in one pan,  it has all different tastes, better with bread, spicy,  I liked the texture          

 

 

More photos and copies  

of our recipes can be  

found on our website. 
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P & C NEWS 

 

 

SXDHS P&C 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 2018 

 

A selection of Mother’s Day gifts will be on show for the students to view during lunch on  

Thursday10
th

 May 2018 in the Library (Kindy students can purchase this day). 

 

The gifts will then go on sale for students to purchase during lunch on  

Friday, 11
th

 May 2018. If you can please send money in an envelope with your  

child/ren to school on Friday so they can purchase their gifts. 

 

Gifts will range from $1 to $10. 

 

Parents are welcome to attend with their children  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SXDHS P&C 
MOTHER’S DAY CAKE/Donut STALL 2018 

 

The SCDHS P&C are holding a Cake/Donut stall this Saturday, 12 MAY 2018  

down the main street from 9.00am to 12.00pm. 

 

All families are asked to please donate items for the cake stall!! 
 

All donated cakes/slices etc. are to be dropped directly to the stall on Saturday or to the  

School Office no later than 3.00pm Friday, 11 May 2018. 

 

Please support this Fundraiser! 

Any questions please contact any P&C member. Thank you  
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SOUTHERN CROSS DHS 
 

INVITES PARENTS/CAREGIVERS AND THEIR 

CHILDREN  
 

AGES 0 TO 4 
 

to attend  
 

LITTLE LEARNERS 
 

Our program addresses the key learning outcomes of the 

Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) through 
 

Music, Creative Art, Play and most of all FUN! 
 

Every Wednesday 9.00 am – 10.30 am 

in our Early Childhood Centre 

 

Commencing Wednesday 2 May 2018 

 

Please bring fruit, water and a hat 
 

Any enquiries please phone SCDHS on 90 491 067. 

 

OPEN TO ALL FAMILIES IN THE COMMUNITY AT NO COST 
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Mother’s Day Gift and Cake Stall 
 

 
Saturday 12

th
 May 2018 

 
Outside Foodworks, Antares Street 

 
9am-1pm 

 
   Mother’s Day gifts 
   Freshly made cakes 
   Freshly made donuts 
   Locally made jam/preserves 
   Locally grown produce 
   Plus, much, much more 
 
 

Come and grab a gift for you or a loved one  
and support your local school in the process! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=7WMpje5T&id=18F0BE8AA5FB0EE0BE3A53462E06C6F257FCEFC2&thid=OIP.7WMpje5TIiN3Q8WudJhDCwHaFv&mediaurl=http://clipart-library.com/images/8TAEn54Ec.jpg&exph=248&expw=320&q=cake+stall+border&simid=608020393244296707&selectedIndex=64
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Keeping teeth clean 

 
Plaque is a sticky, almost invisible film of bacteria that builds up on teeth and the gum line. It forms 
continuously and if teeth are not brushed, plaque will form a thin layer within 24 hours. 
  
Plaque needs to be removed every day. If not, a hard material called calculus forms on and between 
teeth. To clean teeth use fluoride toothpaste. For children with dysphagia, absent ‘gag’ reflex or PEG 
feeds, use non-foaming toothpaste. 
  
Remember: 

 Brush teeth at least twice a day and supervise your child if they brush independently.  

 Speak to a dental therapist about which type of tooth brush is best for your child. 

 Use a pea size amount of fluoride toothpaste to clean teeth and spit it out after brushing. 
Toothpaste should not be swallowed, if your child is unable to spit talk to your dentist about using a 
fluoride gel to clean your child’s teeth. 

 Do not rinse with water after brushing teeth. 

 If your child food pouches, make sure their mouth is empty after each meal. 

 Older children should floss their teeth daily. A floss holder can assist parents/ carers to floss 
children’s teeth. 

 Chlorhexidine mouthwash can be applied to teeth using a toothbrush or cotton swab. 

If you have any questions about dental health for your child discuss with your Community Health Nurse  

 

Quick Tip 

Brushing teeth twice a day, using fluoride toothpaste, eating a healthy and nutritious diet, and having 
regular dental check-ups with the dentist are essential steps towards preventing tooth decay. 

For more information about dental care for your For more information about dental care for you child visit: 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/dental_care_school_age.html 

 child visit: http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/dental_care_school_age.html 

Recipe Link 
https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/534/bean-burritos-3-2-1 

 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/dental_care_school_age.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/dental_care_school_age.html
https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/534/bean-burritos-3-2-1
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P&C Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop is run by the P&C.  

The volunteer coordinator is  

Shona Glassford. 
Parents and carers are asked to contact Shona on her 

mobile or via the P&C Facebook page!  
Orders can then be bundled for you to pick up  

from the office.  
Correct payment is required for all uniforms. 

Alternatively Shona is available Tuesday morning’s 
from8.50am – 9.15am to help you with your purchases.  

Shona: 0412 458 646 

 
P&C have their own e mail address, please contact 

sxdhspandc@gmail.com 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
     Keira Thirlwell       3 May 
     Anthony Myles       4 May 
     Mathew Hodson       4 May 
     April Martin       4 May 
     Gurchirag Singh      10 May 
     Hamish Warren     14 May 

 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE IS MOBILE AND 

TABLET FRIENDLY! 

 

Please take the time to visit our school website 

at 

southerncrossdhs.wa.edu.au 

 

We are still working on our website and your 

feedback on any content you would like to see 

would be valued. 

 

 

 

Families please don’t forget 
your cake donations for the 

Cake Stall!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Cross District High School 
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PLEASE MARK IN YOUR 

CALENDAR 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

21 JUNE 2018 

mailto:sxdhspandc@gmail.com
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