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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
It is hard to believe that the end of the school year is almost upon us!  
Once again this term has been extremely busy with finalising learning 
programs, secondary exams completed, concert practice getting into 
full swing, swimming lessons beginning this week (thank you to the 
swimming teachers, Yilgarn Shire and staff for making this possible) 
and report writing underway.  
Amongst other activities, earlier this term the Early Childhood 
teachers and students enjoyed visiting the residents at the Hospital, 
as did Mrs Calderbank, Mr Nind and the year 9 students, more 
recently. It has been really pleasing to hear about how much 
everyone enjoyed the experience from both the school and the 
hospital! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the midst all this activity, we are also currently planning for 2020, looking at class structures and finalising 
our new 2020 – 2022 Business Plan, the draft of which was endorsed by the School Board at our meeting 
on Monday night. The finishing touches are being completed this week and the document will be available 
once published. 
Staff change 
When coming into the front office, you may have noticed a change of face this week. As of last Tuesday, 
Yvonne Bopp has taken leave from us to lend her support at another school until the end of the year, so 
we welcome Jodie Cobden back for a couple of days per week assisting us in the office.  
We look forward to seeing Yvonne back in the new year. 

Student Leadership Team 
Congratulations to those students who have put themselves forward and nominated for a leadership 
position for next year. Over the next couple of weeks, we will be reading through the nominations and 
progressing towards making our selections. Congratulations must also go to our current leaders who have 
worked well with Miss Cameron this year and made their mark as to organising and running events, 
assemblies and activities, as well as fundraising. Thank you and well done to all of you. 
Orientation and Parent Open Day 
As the year draws to a close we will once again be hosting an Orientation and Parent Open Day for all 
new and existing students. This will be an opportunity for those students either moving up to a new class, 
or joining our school, to have a ‘taster’ of their class environment for 2020. It is also an opportunity for new 
and ‘old’ parents to come along and ask any questions you might have and chat with your child’s teacher. 
Please keep an eye out for further information coming home this week.  

 

Karen Tabner 

Principal 
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Dates to 
Remember 

 

November 
25th Swimming lessons 

start – 2 weeks  
 

December 
 2nd Merredin Try-A-   
Trade 
10th Orientation Day 
17th Awards Evening 

6.30pm 
19th Last Day Term 4 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Thank you 

Thank you to those who were able to attend our Remembrance Day service on Monday 11th 

November. We are very appreciative of the community members and parents that took the time 

to acknowledge and share this commemorative event with us.   

Thank you also to those who were able to attend our final classroom assembly. Our Year 9 class 

put on a wonderful drama production that was well rehearsed, incorporating fantastic costumes 

and humour to get us all involved! Many Honour Certificates were presented at this assembly and 

this is a reflection of the high level of achievement many of our students are demonstrating.  

Finally, it has been very pleasing to see the effort and focus from our Year 7 - 9 students, despite 

their nerves, during their exam week. Thank you to our secondary staff for the extra work and time 

spent on not only making the exams, but preparing our students. Now the marking begins! 

Student Leadership Team 

The nominations for our 2020 Student Leadership are 

now closed. During the next stage of the process, 

staff will now begin to review and select the new 

cohort of leaders who will represent Southern Cross 

District High School. These student leaders will be 

announced and acknowledged at the End of Year 

Concert on the 17th of December. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2019 

group of student leaders who have completed a 

variety of tasks throughout the year and left their 

mark on the school. As a final activity, the Student 

Leadership Team will be holding a Hamburger Stall 

tomorrow, Thursday 28th November during their 

lunchbreak and your continued support is greatly 

appreciated. Hamburgers will be sold for $5.00 each 

and all proceeds will be donated to the school P&C.  

 

First Friends 

This week marked the final week of First Friends. We 

celebrated the end of the year with a free parent 

information session on ‘healthy lunch boxes’ which 

was jointly delivered by The Cancer Council and 

Crunch and Sip. It was fantastic to see so many parents attend the final session of the 2019 

school year and engage in the information that was presented. Afterwards, we all enjoyed a 

morning tea and had the opportunity to mingle amongst one another, which is just one of the 

many positive aspects of First Friends.   

I would like to extend a big thank you to Janine Dal Busco and Ann Borona for coordinating this 

initiative again this year. As I speak on behalf of our school community, First Friends is a 

unique, valued and important part of our school and it plays a significant role in 

fostering transition at Southern Cross District High School. We look forward to welcoming 

some of our First Friends parents and their children to school next year as they move into 

Kindergarten and we hope that we see many existing and new families again when we 

resume in 2020.  

 

Kind Regards, 
Miss Jessica Cameron 
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Term 4 School Planner 

 
 

Students start school on Monday February 3, 2020. 
The school office will be open from Tuesday January 28, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SAT SUN 

7 

25 
Swimming 
Lessons start 

26 27 
Newsletter 

28 29 30 1 
DEC 

8 

2 DECEMBER 
Try-A-Trade at 
Merredin - Yr 9 

3 
Try-A-Trade at 
Merredin - Yr 9 

4 
Try-A-Trade at 
Merredin - Yr 9 

5 6 
Swimming 
Lessons finish 

7 8 

9 

9 10 
Orientation Day 
9am – 11am 

11 12 
 
 

13 14 15 

10 

16 17 
Awards Evening 
6.30 pm 

18 
Newsletter 

19 
Students Last 
Day 

20 
Staff 
Development 
Day 

  

 
 

Dustin   19th November 

Harlem  25th November 

          Mitchell   2nd December 

          Crystal  3rd December 

          Dakota   10th December 

Isaac    14th December 

Alexis   18th December 
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Congratulations to our Honour Certificate Winners 
 

Kindy, Pre-primary, Year 1 
Imogen Anthony  Always participating in whole class and small group discussions positively. 

Leonardo Borona Initiating and contributing to play experiences and being a curious participant in class 

discussions. 

Bella Moorehead  Her positive attitude and great work ethic when participating in English tasks. 

Gurchirag Singh  Working hard to recognise and use the new sounds that he learns each week. 

Xavier Stringer Interacting with others with care, empathy and respect by engaging and contributing to shared 

play experiences. 

April White Working hard to write down all the sounds in words during English. 

Ruby White Her recognition of numbers up to and over 100 and counting backwards from 20. 

 

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 
Mathew Hodson  Reading with fluency and expression. 

Tye Moorehead  His thorough research about wolves for his Information Report. 

 

Year 5 and Year 6 
Toby Hilder Having an enthusiastic and positive approach to Dance, and consistently giving his best effort. 

Marcus Smylie Developing a positive attitude to Maths and always giving 100% effort. 

 

Year 7 and Year 8 
Roy Ash-Foster  Using simile correctly in his poem for the Poetry Slam. 

Myles Anthony  Working hard in Maths to understand and complete classwork. 

Myles Anthony   His great work making a successful paddle boat! 

Myles Anthony Creating a picture with words of his dog, Kel, and presenting clearly and expressively at the 

Poetry Slam. 

Flynn Chrisp  His fantastic effort and perseverance in understanding his maths work. 

Flynn Chrisp  Using effective editing and refining skills to create his Farming poem. 

Aribela Evans  Her willingness to extend herself and her vocabulary in English tasks. 

Sophie Hilder  Her confident presentation of ‘My Story’ in Drama. 

Sophie Hilder  Consistently giving her best to all English tasks. 

Marcus Hodson  His continued hard work when completing tasks in HASS and Science. 

Marcus Hodson  A clear and expressive delivery of his poem ‘Bros’ at the Poetry Slam. 

Shellbee Laws  Applying herself diligently to all English tasks, both in class and at home. 

James Marinkovich Putting in a huge effort for completing and performing his poem for the Poetry Slam. 

Lily Marinkovich  Creating some beautiful Haiku poems in English. 

April Martin  Giving a strong performance, not once but twice, during the Poetry Slam. 

Brock Sharp Putting in the effort to rehearse as he could recite his poem for the Poetry Slam. 

Alexa Watts  Her persistence and hard work completing HASS assessment tasks. 

Alexa Watts  Her expressive delivery at the Slam. 

 

Year 9 
Isabella Derham  Demonstrating fantastic understanding and attitude toward trigonometry. 

Isabella Derham Creating an emotive poem and performing with clarity and expression at the Poetry Slam. 

Jaric Evans A well-presented and factual poster about Karalee Dam. 

Brydee Karra  Her ever-helpful approach to all aspects of English and HASS. 

Dane Laws  His excellent sportsmanship and positive attitude during PE lessons. 

Dane Laws  The confident and expressive delivery of his poem at the Poetry Slam. 

Cheree Navales  Completing an informative and attractive poster about Karalee Dam. 

Amy Phillips  Her positive, can-do approach to all set tasks. 

Felicity Watts  Her participation and enthusiasm in cooking this term. 

Felicity Watts  Her courageous and emotive poetry delivery at the Poetry Slam. 

Chantae White  Applying herself to compose and rehearse her poem despite the very limited time frame. 
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Our Award Winners 

 
 
 

SECONDARY POETRY SLAM 2019 
On Thursday the 31st October, our secondary students stepped out of their comfort zones 

to present their poems at our Poetry Slam. We were thrilled to have an audience comprised of 

parents, staff and community members, as well as the students themselves. These spectators were 

treated to some fabulously entertaining pieces, ranging in subject matter from exciting trips away 

and wonderful pets to deeply personal accounts of their own lives.  

Poetry has the power to engage students in language and creation, allowing them to 

experiment with ideas and descriptions, to play with humour or stun their audience with the raw 

emotion of events in their lives. It is always so humbling to see the effort our students put into their 

poems, editing and adjusting until they are happy with the finished product. 

Huge congratulations must go to all our kids who stood up and spoke their words – they were 

loud and proud and was their teacher, I was overwhelmed by their efforts. Take a bow Year 7, 8 & 

9 students – you were amazing! 
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THE YEAR 9’S GO TO HOSPITAL…FOR FUN! 
As part of our literacy program in the secondary for Term 4, our Year 9 students are making some visits 
to Carinaville to spend time with the residents there. So far we have performed our poems and played 
some games. Some of our students are learning about games they never even knew existed, such as 
Chinese Checkers – I’m pretty sure they’re going to be working on their strategies in the coming weeks to 
try and get some wins under their belts! We can’t even win at BINGO!! 
Another aim of these visits is to interact with the residents at Carinaville and learn something of their lives, 
looking at how our town and the wider community has changed over the years, with a view to possibly 
completing some oral histories during 2020. 
It has been a highly enjoyable experience for all involved, as I’m sure the smiles on these faces will attest. 
We would like to thank Diane Dixon and her wonderful staff for making us feel so welcome and to Mr Nind 
for coming with us and making himself available to transport students to and from the hospital – we know 
we are very lucky! 
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Remembrance Day 2019 
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